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convert to Islam the whole of his Hindu subjects in
Malabar, could not fail to animate the Brahman and Nair
proprietors with the "bitterest feelings against the Moplahs
and other Muhammadans, as they returned from painful
exile to resume their ancient position in the country. For
several years after the commencement of British rule the
Rajahs of Malabar remained as feudatories, despotic within
their own demesnes; afterwards all attributes of government
were taken from them. But they continued uncontrolled
as landlords, and while some of them even now make it a
standing rule to admit no ' Moplah tenants within their
borders, it may well be believed that in the early years of
the century a still more remorseless hostility was displayed;
certain it is that from 1795 to 1805 the Moplahs were in
open rebellion, and were not subdued but by the adoption
of the sternest military repression.

In 1841-43 fresh outbreaks occurred. The magistrate
ascribed the cause to fanatical feelings; a mosque, he re-
ported, had been built in honour of the insurgents, near the
place where they had " gained martyrdom," and their
graves were passed by their co-religionists in silence, and
with an attitude of homage and devotion. In 1849 a band
of thirty Moplahs went about murdering influential Nair
landholders, and at last got into a Hindu temple, whence
they repulsed the attack of a company of Sepoys, killing
the British officer. A detachment of H.M. 94th Regiment
was then sent against them; the Moplahs came out to
meet it in the most determined and resolute manner: " It
was beyond expression extraordinary to see a small band
of men, some mere boys, rush out on this force; they
evidently wished not only to die but to die with as much eclat
as possible. As for taking them alive it was impossible;
they fought with the utmost desperation as long as any
strength remained." The leader of the band was a Moplah,
belonging to a family which possessed considerable in-